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Rensselaerville Resident Receives Honor

Roswell Eldridge, M.D. was awarded the Neurofibromatosis, Inc.-Mid-Atlantic “Lifetime Commitment to Neurofibromatosis” Award at their 30th Anniversary Celebration in Bethesda, Maryland on October 8, 2009.  Dr. Eldridge was instrumental in the establishment of the first neurofibromatosis support group in the Mid-Atlantic region.  He served on its Professional Advisory Board until his retirement as Chief of the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke Neurogenetics Section in 1993. 

In making the presentation, Mary Ann Wilson, a founder of the organization, liken him to Dr. House on the Fox television program.  They both “think out of the box” and they care about their patients. Dr. Eldridge sensed there were genetically distinct forms of neurofibromatosis (NF) long before Dr. Francis Collins (now Director of the National Institutes of Health) discovered the NF1 gene in 1990 and Dr. James Gusella identified the NF2 gene in 1993. Dr. Eldridge is internationally recognized as an expert in neurofibromatosis type 2 (NF2) and a true pioneer in neurofibromatosis research.

Neurofibromatosis (NF) is a genetic disorder that causes tumors to grow on the nerves anywhere in the body at any time.  NF1 affects 1 in 2,500 to 3,000 and NF2 affects 1 in 40,000 males and females of all races and ethnic groups.  NF1 can cause blindness, disfigurement, learning disabilities, bone deformities and cancer.  NF2 causes deafness, tumors along the central nervous system, blindness, muscle wasting and cataracts at an early age. There is no pharmaceutical treatment that can control the growth of tumors. The symptoms of both NF1 and NF2 are treated with surgery.  At this time there is no known cure for either form of NF.

Neurofibromatosis, Inc.-Mid-Atlantic was established in 1979 as a nonprofit support organization to provide information on all forms of NF and related disorders.  NF, Inc.-Mid-Atlantic provides peer counseling, sponsors Camp New Friends for children with NF, and stimulates, promotes and funds NF research.

Since retiring from the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Maryland, Dr. Eldridge has divided his time between the family farm in Rensselaerville, New York and Charleston, South Carolina where Juanita, his wife of 41 years, continues to conduct research on the molecular genetics level.  On the farm he grows garlic and gladiola having introduced efficiencies in the growing of each. Dr. Eldridge is continuing his father’s interest in the world famous artist and respected naturalist and writer, John James Audubon.

For more information, please contact Neurofibromatosis, Inc.-Mid-Atlantic, 8855 Annapolis Road, #110, Lanham, MD 20706-2924; call 301-577-8984 or email info@nfmidatlantic.org or visit the website at www.nfmidatlantic.org.
